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Whether you are looking for a better quality of life or looking for a new 
business opportunity, Oklahoma City has the energy and momentum 
to give it to you. Inside this guide you will find a glimpse of what it is 
like to be part of this vibrant city – to feel its energy and experience its 
excitement. No other city in the nation has the momentum and direction 
of Oklahoma City, and those who live here will agree: There has never 
been a better time to call Oklahoma City home. 

Read on for more information about how Oklahoma City can 
truly give you a better life – from urban to suburban, minimalist to 
environmentalist, historic to modern. No matter your style or goals, 
Oklahoma City’s low cost of living will give you the freedom to pursue the 
life you want. 

So join us. Oklahoma City is just getting started, and we are glad to have 
you aboard.  

• 42ND LARGEST METRO AREA IN THE NATION, WHICH 

MEANS YOU WILL HAVE ALL THE AMENITIES YOU NEED

• THIRD LARGEST CITY IN LAND AREA IN THE NATION, 

WHICH MEANS YOU HAVE PLENTY OF ROOM TO GROW

• CONTAINS 130-PLUS MILES OF FEDERAL INTERSTATE 

AND STATE HIGHWAYS, WHICH MEANS YOU’LL 

EXPERIENCE ONE OF THE LEAST CONGESTED 

COMMUTES IN THE NATION

• HOME TO SECOND LARGEST MILITARY AIR DEPOT IN THE 

NATION, WHICH MEANS OUR AEROSPACE INDUSTRY IS 

BOOMING

WE’RE 
GLAD YOU ARE 
HERE.

OKLAHOMA CITY 
AT A GLANCE
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BE IN THE KNOW
Oklahoma City has so much going on there is no way we could fit it in one guide. 
That’s where The Better Life website and blog come in. With up-to-date information 
on the housing, education and neighborhoods of Oklahoma City, you will feel like 
a local in no time. And when you are looking for something to do, The Better Life 
Blog gives you inside information about Oklahoma City’s greatest sights, events, 
attractions, volunteer opportunities, activities and more.

Visit www.abetterlifeokc.com/the-better-life to sign up for weekly email alerts 
about the latest and greatest in Oklahoma City. 

CAN’T GET ENOUGH OF OKC?

V I S I T O K C . C O M 
The Oklahoma City Convention and Visitors Bureau introduces new folks to 
Oklahoma City on a daily basis. Visit its website for a sampling of Oklahoma City’s 
best attractions.

G R E AT E R O K C .T V 
Find hundreds of videos about the Oklahoma City experience, covering 
everything from Oklahoma City’s quality of life to its business climate.

V E L O C I T Y O K C . C O M 
VeloCity, the award-winning digital magazine of Oklahoma City, 
is the deep-dive resource for Oklahoma City’s history and current 
renaissance. 

YOUR NEW 
HOMETOWN 

IS ONE CLICK 
AWAY…

O N  T H E  G O 

Read the interactive digital edition 
of this guide on your tablet or smart 
phone and be a click away from 
Oklahoma City resources. The digital 
edition is even easier to share with 
friends and family.

twitter.com/okcchamber | facebook.com/okcchamber | youtube.com/visitoklahomacity | twitter.com/visitokc 
facebook.com/visitokc | twitter.com/betterlifeokc



ABOUT 
OKLAHOMA CITY

Even from the beginning, Oklahoma City has been far 
from ordinary. Born at the sound of a gunshot, we 
became home to 10,000 homesteaders in the historic 
Land Run on April 22, 1889. Think that day was full of 
excitement? It doesn’t even compare to the energy 
and exuberance of Oklahoma City today. 

Home to more than 1.2 million people, the Greater 
Oklahoma City metro is beloved by its residents and 
often the envy of other cities across the country 
and around the world. You can see excitement and 
progress everywhere – from the urban fabric of our 
growing downtown to the tree-lined streets of our 
historic neighborhoods and districts. 

When you combine our energy with the faces of our 
famously-friendly citizens, the entrepreneurial spirit 
of our leaders and the diverse and strong economy, 
you will find a true modern-day renaissance taking 
place in Oklahoma City. 

And the best part? We’ve only just begun. And it is 
time for you to join us.  

We haven’t lost the spirit that took our city from 
a population of zero to 10,000 overnight. In fact, 
Oklahoma City thrives on that spirit still today. Our 
community has used public improvements and large-
scale projects to propel our renaissance and make 
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Oklahoma City a big-league city, not to mention a 
great place to live, work and play. This enterprise and 
energy is evident everywhere. From urban hustle to 
suburban living, Oklahoma City not only makes it all 
possible, but it makes it easy. 

The first residents of Oklahoma City took fate into 
their own hands and created a city from scratch. 
History repeated itself in the 1990s when citizens 
voted for a penny sales tax to fund investments 
known locally as MAPS (Metropolitan Area Projects). 
Nine projects and $350 million later, Oklahoma City 
was home to a new ballpark and arena, a revitalized 
performing arts center, a rejuvenated river and 

more – all leaving Oklahoma City in the midst of a 
phenomenon that continues today. 

When you call Oklahoma City home, you will 
experience our past, present and future, and you 
will discover why our residents just can’t get enough 
of this thriving, urban metropolis. Oklahoma City 
combines its pioneer spirit with its modern energy to 
create a place where you can dream big. It also boasts 
clean air, low crime, easy commutes, new schools, 
dynamic arts and a low cost of living. Here, you can 
make more than a living. You can live a great life.  

5www.abetterlifeokc.com



OKLAHOMA CITY: 125 YEARS IN 
THE MAKING

1910 – The state Capitol moves 
to Oklahoma City.

April 22, 1889 – Oklahoma City 
is settled in a historic land run 
and becomes a city of 10,000 
overnight. 

July 16, 1935 – Oklahoma City 
entrepreneur Carl C. Magee 
introduces the world’s first parking 
meter. (Our apologies.)

1890s – Oklahoma City receives rail 
service and utilities such as water 
systems, a telephone exchange, electric 
lights and gas systems. 

1941 – The War Department 
makes Oklahoma City the 
location of an air depot. 
Today, Tinker Air Force Base 
is the largest single-site 
employer in Oklahoma. 

1930s – Oklahoma City 
begins a program of 
building reservoirs at 
Lake Overholser and 
Lake Hefner to supply 
water for industrial and 
human consumption. 

1897 – Oklahoma City scores 
a rail connection to St. Louis, 
connecting the city to the major 
cattle trade of Kansas City and to 
other lines of trade with eastern 
cities. 

April 1, 1932 – Will Rogers Field, 
Oklahoma City’s new airport, 
opens.

1920s – Aircraft 
industry takes flight 
in Oklahoma

1909 – Oklahoma City receives its 
first major industry in the form of 
a meat packing plant. 

December 1928 – 
Oil is discovered in 
Oklahoma City, giving 
rise to Oklahoma City’s 
identity as an energy 
capitol. 

June 4, 1937 – Oklahoma City 
grocer Sylvan Goldman invents 
the shopping cart.

125 YEARS OF 
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TIMELINE
1946 – CAA (now known 
as FAA) moves to 
Oklahoma City.

1950s – Oklahoma City 
welcomes three interstate 
highway systems – I-40, I-35 
and I-44. 

Dec. 13, 1993 – Oklahoma 
City citizens vote to pass the 
Metropolitan Area Projects 
(MAPS), which would lead to 
more than $5 billion in private 
investment.

1972 – The City dedicates its 
first convention center, the 
Myriad. The Myriad was a key 
element of the Pei Plan, along 
with the Myriad Gardens and 
the Metro Conncourse (known 
today as Downtown Oklahoma 
City’s Underground).

April 19, 1995 – The Alfred P. 
Murrah Building in Downtown 
Oklahoma City is bombed.

Dec. 8, 2009 – Oklahoma City 
citizens pass MAPS 3, an initiative 
that will build eight new quality 
of life projects in the city.

October 2012 – The Devon Energy 
Center is completed, transforming 
downtown Oklahoma City’s 
skyline. 

July 2009 – The Oklahoma River 
is named an official U.S. Olympic 
& Paralympic Training Site for 
rowing and canoe/kayak. 

October 2008 – The Oklahoma 
City Thunder begins its inaugural 
season in Oklahoma City.

OKLAHOMA CITY
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OUT AND ABOUT IN OKC
From sporting events and outdoor adventures to 
theater and ballet, Oklahoma City’s unique culture 
shines through in the creativity of its people. By 
combining our hip, spirited environment with a 
historic western heritage, Oklahoma City is a place 
where culture and commerce thrive. The diversity, 
creativity and can-do attitude can be seen all around 
town – from the growing skyline to the various 
districts across Oklahoma City.

ARTS & CULTURE
Oklahoma City’s robust artist community – with more 
than 4,500 artists and more than 20 arts organizations 
– is one of the largest in the nation. 

Be sure to visit…

PASEO DISTRICT 
Developed in 1929 as the first shopping district north 
of downtown, the Paseo Arts District is now home 
to 20 galleries and more than 75 artists. Its curved 
streets are filled with Spanish revival architecture, 
not to mention great restaurants, boutiques and gift 
shops.  

 

CIVIC CENTER MUSIC HALL
Home to seven of Oklahoma City’s professional arts 
organizations, the Civic Center Music Hall hosts nearly 
600 world-class shows each year. This 1930s Art Deco 
building in downtown Oklahoma City is surrounded 
by the recently renovated Bicentennial Park and the 
nearby Oklahoma City Museum of Art. Home to the 
best in Broadway, ballet, orchestra and more, the 
Civic Center Music Hall is a hub of live performance 
throughout the year. 

Want to release your inner artist? Oklahoma City’s art community 
offers many learning experiences for students of all levels in a variety of 
mediums. Check out the year-round classes and camps for students of 
all ages at Oklahoma City Museum of Art’s Museum School or Oklahoma 
Contemporary Arts Center, or contact one of Oklahoma City’s continuing 
education institutions found on page 52. 
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WORLD-CLASS MUSEUMS
Oklahoma City’s museums are as diverse as its 
people. From viewing Remingtons at the National 
Cowboy & Western Heritage Museum to rhino bones 
at the Museum of Osteology, each museum offers 
something unique.

Be sure to visit…

OKLAHOMA CITY MUSEUM OF ART
Considered the crown jewel of the Arts District, 
the spectacular Oklahoma City Museum of Art is 
a stopping point for some of the most renowned 
traveling exhibits. The museum is also home to the 
world’s most comprehensive exhibit by glass sculptor 
Dale Chihuly.  

NATIONAL COWBOY & WESTERN 
HERITAGE MUSEUM
The National Cowboy & Western Heritage Museum is 
America’s premier institution of Western history, art 
and culture. This museum is home to a vast collection 
of classic and contemporary western art, including 
works by Charles Russell, Frederic Remington and the 
awe-inspiring 18-foot “End of the Trail” sculpture by 
James Earle Fraser. If you want to get a feel for life in 
the Wild West, then stop at the Prosperity Junction, a 
recreation of a typical western town at the turn of the 
20th century.

OKLAHOMA CITY NATIONAL MEMORIAL & 
MUSEUM
On April 19, 1995, Oklahoma City was forever 
changed when an act of domestic terrorism killed 168 
people in the Alfred P. Murrah Federal Building. The 
Oklahoma City National Memorial & Museum offers 
visitors from around the world the chance to honor 
the survivors, victims and rescue workers, and to 
learn the impact of violence. 

SAM NOBLE MUSEUM OF NATURAL 
HISTORY
Just 30 minutes south of Oklahoma City is the Sam 
Noble Museum of Natural History on the campus of 
the University of Oklahoma in Norman. This museum 
boasts thousands of artifacts tracing Oklahoma’s 
natural history, including dinosaur fossils and Native 
American cultural exhibits.

Oklahoma City’s cultural opportunities don’t stop there. 
Take in the mind-expanding exhibits at several galleries 
and museums around town, including [Artspace] at 
Untitled, Red Earth Gallery and Museum, the Individual 
Artists of Oklahoma Gallery, the American Pigeon 
Museum, The American Banjo Museum and others. 
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ARTS FESTIVALS
Oklahoma City’s creativity boils over throughout the 
year as arts festivals descend on Oklahoma City.  

Be sure to visit…

FESTIVAL OF THE ARTS
Each spring, the ever-popular Festival of the Arts 
inhabits North Hudson Avenue and the Myriad 
Botanical Gardens downtown with more than 150 
local and nationally-known artisans, enticing tasty 
treats along International Food Row and tunes from a 
mixture of musical genres.

PASEO ARTS FESTIVAL
The three-day holiday weekends that kick off and end 
summer also bring more opportunities to enjoy art 
in Oklahoma City. Catch the Paseo Arts Festival on 
Memorial Day weekend, when artists and musicians 
fill the streets of the Paseo District. Visit a stained 
glass workshop or pottery studio, watch a painter at 
work, see a children’s theater group performance or 
just have dinner and shop. 

ARTS FESTIVAL OKLAHOMA
As the summer months draw to a close, Oklahoma 
City Community College in south Oklahoma City hosts 
Arts Festival Oklahoma on the college’s campus over 
Labor Day weekend. Each year more than 30,000 
visitors are treated to original artwork and handicrafts, 
live music performances and delicious food. 

THE SPORTING LIFE
Oklahoma City’s sports achievements aren’t limited to 
just basketball (but hey, the Thunder is pretty great). 
Here you will find packed bleachers along vibrant 
river banks, tens of thousands of fans roaring for the 
NBA’s Oklahoma City Thunder and college champions 
being crowned everywhere from baseball diamonds 
to archery ranges. Whether you prefer to be in the 
stands or on the field, Oklahoma City is a sports 
lover’s paradise – no matter your sport of choice, you 
will always find something to cheer about.

Be sure to visit…

THE OKLAHOMA CITY THUNDER
The NBA’s presence in Oklahoma City as the 
Oklahoma City Thunder has transformed the 
downtown Chesapeake Energy Arena into one of 
the toughest places to play in professional sports. 
Led by 2013-14 NBA MVP Kevin Durant and Coach 
Scott Brooks, this young team has taken the world 
by storm and has made the playoffs five times in its 
six years in Oklahoma City. The Oklahoma City Blue, 
the Thunder’s minor league affiliate, is also based in 
Oklahoma City.  

THE OKLAHOMA CITY DODGERS
Catch the future stars of baseball at what USA 
Today calls one of the country’s top 10 minor league 
stadiums, the Chickasaw Bricktown Ballpark. The 
Oklahoma City Dodgers, the triple-A affiliate of the 
Los Angeles Dodgers, have won seven division titles in 
their 16 Pacific Coast League seasons. 

THE OKLAHOMA CITY ENERGY
The newest addition to Oklahoma City’s sports scene 
is the Oklahoma City Energy FC, which just completed 
its inaugural season in USL Pro in 2014. Energy FC is 
an affiliate of Sporting Kansas City and will play its 
2015 season in Taft Stadium.   

OKC’s region is also home to two Big 12 
Conference universities with powerhouse sports 
teams. The University of Oklahoma is located 
23 miles south of Oklahoma City in Norman. 
Stillwater, an hour’s drive north of Oklahoma City, 
is home to the Oklahoma State Cowboys. 
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AN URBAN OASIS
Oklahoma City is an oasis for outdoor enthusiasts, 
offering plenty of opportunities to connect with 
nature in an urban setting. Oklahoma City’s extensive 
park system provides attractive, well-maintained 
areas for tennis, swimming, biking, jogging and even 
horseback riding. Within an hour’s drive, you will also 
find more than 50 lakes, dozens of miles of trails and 
33 public and private golf courses.  

Be sure to visit…

MYRIAD BOTANICAL GARDENS 
Downtown Oklahoma City may be bustling, but the 
17-acre Myriad Botanical Gardens located just south 
of Devon Tower and on the northwest corner of the 
Chesapeake Energy Arena is a calm and peaceful 
retreat. The park received a complete redesign in 
2011 and now residents and visitors alike can enjoy 
its grand performance lawn, the children’s discovery 
garden, its two restaurants, a dog park and the many 
community activities that take place there throughout 
the year. 

Included in this downtown delight is the Crystal 
Bridge Tropical Conservatory – a seven-story cylinder 
suspended over a lake the size of a football field – 
which serves as the garden’s centerpiece. Spring 
and summer in the gardens bring outdoor concerts, 
movies, exercise classes and more. And in the winter, 
holiday festivities like a winter market and an ice rink 
light up the lawn with spirited cheer.

GET FIT IN OKC
With more than 300 days of sunshine a year and 
a growing number of parks, trails and sporting 
activities, Oklahoma City is the perfect place to 
pursue your fitness goals. Oklahoma City boasts a 
comprehensive and growing citywide trails system 
and some of the most prestigious running and cycling 
races in the country. Both the Oklahoma City National 
Memorial Marathon and the Red Bud Classic have 
received accolades from Runner’s World. 

Want something a little more extreme to get 
your blood pumping? Oklahoma City is home to 
the 26,000-square-foot Mat Hoffman Action Sports 
Park, one of the most challenging skate parks in the 
region. The facility is designed for skateboards, in-line 
skating and BMX freestyle biking. If that isn’t enough, 
Rocktown Climbing Gym, built inside an old concrete 
grain silo, boasts indoor and outdoor climbs. Want to 
feel the wind in your hair? Lake Hefner is a paradise 
for everything from kite boarding and wind surfing to 
traditional sailing. 

Located within walking distance of the downtown 
housing and restaurants of the Bricktown 
Entertainment District, the Chesapeake Boathouse 
serves as Oklahoma City’s community boathouse and 
the focal point for OKC RIVERSPORT rowing, kayaking, 
running, cycling and fitness programs. It is here that 
you can get more information about the Boathouse 
District’s community classes, programs and rentals, 
including opportunities to kayak through the 1,000-
acre Stinchcomb Wildlife Refuge, climb your way to 
the top on the SandRidge Sky Trail & Slide and defy 
gravity on the Rumble Drop or the SandRidge Sky Zip.

The Oklahoma River also offers more than 13 miles 
of paved trails for running, walking or cycling. All the 
action is conveniently located near the Bricktown 
Landing, where the Bricktown Canal meets the 
Boathouse District. Be sure to visit the Oklahoma 
River during one of the many internationally-regarded 
regattas that take place from April – October each 
year. 

T R A I N  L I K E  A  C H A M P I O N
Oklahoma City’s Boathouse District, an official U.S. Olympic & Paralympic Training Site 
for rowing and canoe/kayak, is fast becoming one of the world’s premier venues for 
paddle sports. Even if you aren’t an Olympic hopeful, you can still play on and along the 
Oklahoma River – no matter your fitness level.
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RETAIL RETREAT
As you are about to experience, Oklahoma City’s 
low cost of living will leave you with some extra 
mad money in your bank account. Oklahoma City’s 
shopping options will give you the perfect opportunity 
to spend it, no matter your tastes. From high-end and 
national retailers to locally-owned establishments, 
Oklahoma City’s shopping scene will scratch your 
retail therapy itch in no time at all. 

If you like shopping with everything under one 
roof, then visit one of Oklahoma City’s regional malls, 
including Penn Square Mall and Quail Springs Mall. 
The open-air Outlet Shoppes at Oklahoma City are the 
state’s only outlet center. Here you will find 350,000 
square feet of designer outlets including Columbia, 
Polo Ralph Lauren, Cole Haan and more.  If the local 
vibe is more your style, then visit one of Oklahoma 
City’s unique districts to get a feel for Oklahoma City’s 
retail flavor. Local favorites include Classen Curve, 
Western Avenue, Automobile Alley and the Plaza 
District. 

If you are a film fan, you don’t want to miss Oklahoma’s largest film festival in June in the heart of Oklahoma 
City: the deadCENTER Film Festival. From its debut in 2001 as a one-night screening for a handful of short films 
by Oklahoma filmmakers to featuring more than 100 international-caliber indie films, deadCENTER has stepped 
into the spotlight in its own right.

The festival gained momentum just as Oklahoma City was experiencing a revival, moving from its original 
location at State Fair Park to the University of Central Oklahoma and finally relocating to downtown Oklahoma 
City in 2003. Since then, deadCENTER has fulfilled its mission of promoting, encouraging and celebrating the 
independent film arts. 

At the core of deadCENTER is a dedication to provide filmmakers and audiences with the best cinematic 
experience possible, combining a marquee of diverse films, stimulating filmmaker panel discussions and buzz-
worthy parties. Through its efforts, deadCENTER has found its way onto the short list of the most relevant film 
festivals in the country while staying true its mission. 

LIGHTS, 
CAMERA, 
ACTION
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OKLAHOMA CITY’S DIVERSE DISTRICTS
Want to experience Oklahoma City like a local? Dive 
deep into Oklahoma City’s districts and sample their 
unique flavors. From housing to dining, work and play, 
the neighborhoods that make up Oklahoma City have 
something for everyone. 
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Oklahoma City’s Adventure District is chock-full of opportunities for exploration that 
will make anyone feel young at heart. Read on for some of our must-see favorites in this 
family-friendly district.

E X P E R I E N C E  T H E  D I S T R I C T:

• Experience the thrill of live horse racing and try your luck at the on-site casino at Reminton Park Racing 
Casino. Admission and valet parking are always free. Check out www.remingtonpark.com for the official 
2015 racing schedule.

• Paying homage to Oklahoma City’s past, the National Cowboy & Western 
Heritage Museum is world-renowned for its celebration of the Native 
American and Western cultures. Get an authentic feel for Oklahoma’s 
early days by visiting Prosperity Junction, a replica turn-of-the-century 
cattle town inside the museum.  

• The Oklahoma City Zoo and Botanical Gardens is home to approximately 
1,900 of the world’s most exotic animals, including 54 endangered or 
threatened species. Learn more during your visit by talking to the rock 
stars of the zoo world – the zookeepers themselves! Weather permitting, 
the Oklahoma City Zoo Keeper Connections take place each weekend 
from March – October. Check out www.okczoo.com for a complete listing 
of zoo attractions. 

• Science Museum Oklahoma – Science Museum Oklahoma features 
exhibits that guarantee to make science fun. Be sure to catch the 
“Science LIVE!” show twice daily during the week and three times daily 
on the weekends. 

• More learning opportunities abound at the National Softball Hall of Fame 
and Museum, the 45th Infantry Division Museum and the Oklahoma 
State Firefighters Museum. 

ADVENTURE DISTRICT
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Oklahoma City’s foodie scene is alive and well in the 
Asian District, where an influx of Vietnamese immigrants 
in the 1970s created a hub now known for its Asian 
fusion cuisine. Here you will find some of the best Asian 
restaurants in OKC, including authentic Vietnamese food 
that rivals any found in America.

E X P E R I E N C E  T H E  D I S T R I C T:

• With an extensive selection of specialty 
ingredients and hard-to-find foods, Super Cao 
Ngyuen offers a shopping experience that is 
hard to find outside of Asia. This must-see store 
is a paradise for foodies and will tickle anyone’s 
culinary fancy. 

• If you enjoy Phõ, then you have your pick of 
options in the Asian District. While this area is 
typically known for Vietnamese fare, it’s also a 
good bet for Asian flavors of all types. Continue 
your culinary adventure with the Asian District’s 
great options for Chinese cuisine, bubble tea and 
sushi. 

ASIAN DISTRICT
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No area of Oklahoma City simultaneously tells of its storied past and its bright 
future quite like Automobile Alley. Located just north of downtown, this 
revitalized and revamped district once housed the city’s car dealerships – a fact 
that is memorialized in the architecture of its buildings. Now, Automobile Alley is 
home to some of OKC’s best restaurants, retailers and businesses, all combining to 
create a vibe that will make you feel right at home. 

E X P E R I E N C E  T H E  D I S T R I C T:

• Shop ‘til you drop at one of Automobile Alley’s retail establishments. From 
clothing to home goods, Automobile Alley’s retail scene will banish any 
thoughts of buyer’s remorse.

• Belly up to the bar at one of the area’s great restaurants. With options 
ranging from cajun cuisine to burgers and beer, Automobile Alley’s dining 
options are sure to satisfy your appetite! 

• Auto Alley Shop Hop, which takes place on the third Thursday of every 
month, is the perfect time to cruise the area like a local and take in all that 
this district has to offer. The Shop Hop is a districtwide open house that 
features extended shopping hours in all the stores, live music, street artists 
and performers, kids’ activities and, of course, fantastic food from area 
restaurants. 

AUTOMOBILE ALLEY 
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Whether you want to train like a champion or just burn off some energy, the Boathouse District along the 
Oklahoma River can help. Located within walking distance of the Bricktown Entertainment District, the 
Boathouse District is home to Olympic athletes training to medal on the international stage in paddlesports – 
that is, rowing and canoe/kayaking – but there are plenty of opportunities for the amateur to get on the water.

E X P E R I E N C E  T H E  D I S T R I C T:

• Take part in the standup paddle boarding fitness craze by renting a board at the Chesapeake Boathouse. 
If balancing on a surf board is not for you, then the boathouse also provides retails of its canoes and 
kayaks so you can explore the Oklahoma River. Pro tip: If you want to take full advantage of all the 
activities at the Boathouse District, purchase a membership for a full year’s worth of fun. 

• Conquer your fear of heights on the tallest adventure course of its kind in the world – the SandRidge Sky 
Trail. This 80-foot structure features six levels of challenges, and the higher you climb, the harder it gets! 
After you zig and zag through the rope bridges and balance beams, you can speed down the 72-foot Sky 
Slide – America’s tallest slide – or free fall from the Rumble Drop. Another option for making your way 
back to earth is the SandRidge Sky Zip, a 700-foot zip line across the Oklahoma River and back again.

• Landlubbers rejoice! If being on the water or up in the air just isn’t for you, then why not go for a jog or 
a bike ride on the 13+ miles of trails on the Oklahoma River? Bike rentals are available at the Chesapeake 
Boathouse and are also included in the adventure pass. 

BOATHOUSE DISTRICT
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Just a short walk from downtown businesses, event venues and attractions, 
this former warehouse district is filled with restaurants, nightlife and 
entertainment options. From taking a cruise along the Bricktown Canal to 
catching a ballgame at the Chickasaw Bricktown Ballpark, Bricktown is a hot 
spot of activity. And just north of Bricktown is historic Deep Deuce, where 
you can find more great restaurants and downtown housing options. 

E X P E R I E N C E  T H E  D I S T R I C T:

• Cruise the mile-long Bricktown Canal on a Bricktown Water Taxi. This 
40-minute trip is the perfect way to tour through Bricktown, from 
the eastern edge of downtown all the way to the northern edge of 
the Oklahoma River. All taxis are staffed by ambassadors that narrate 
points of interest along the way and give a feel for the unique history 
and culture of the area. 

• Learn about Oklahoma City’s history in the Deep Deuce neighborhood, 
located just north of Bricktown. Deep Deuce was the heart of 
Oklahoma City’s African American community in the 1920s and ‘30s. 
Deep Deuce was also home to Jimmy Rushing, an American jazz 
legend, Charlie Christian, an early pioneer of the electric guitar, and 
Ralph Ellison, author of “Invisible Man.”

• Explore a section of downtown Oklahoma City’s housing options. Housing options in both Deep Deuce 
and Bricktown are located steps away from the Central Business District of Oklahoma City and have easy 
access to nearby highways. These popular urban neighborhoods offer an easy commute and a wonderful 
sense of community. Available housing includes both for-rent and for-sale options.

BRICKTOWN / DEEP DEUCE
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CENTRAL BUSINESS DISTRICT
Located in the heart of downtown Oklahoma City, the Central Business 
District welcomes more than 51,000 employees each day and is home 
to a growing number of restaurants, stores and housing options. Equal 
parts urban and artistic, this area of Oklahoma City provides plenty of 
options for both work and play. In fact, many of Oklahoma City’s most 
recognizable venues call the Central Business District home, including 
the Oklahoma City Museum of Art, the Oklahoma City Civic Center, 
the Oklahoma City National Bombing Memorial and Museum, the Cox 
Convention Center and all the buildings that make up Oklahoma City’s 
growing skyline.

E X P E R I E N C E  T H E  D I S T R I C T:

• Watch a Thunder game at the Chesapeake Energy Arena. 
Heralded as one of the loudest arenas in NBA basketball, a game-
day experience at the Chesapeake will fill you with the Thunder 
spirit in no time. Come a little early to see the block-party style 
Thunder Alley on Reno Avenue in front of the arena.

• Stop and smell the roses at the Myriad Botanical Gardens. 
Oklahoma City’s urban areas can still enjoy the great outdoors 
at Myriad Gardens. From its Children’s Garden and its seasonal 
ice rink to its live concerts and its dog park, Myriad Gardens 
provides opportunities for fun throughout the year. 

• Catch the view from the top. It should come as no surprise that 
Oklahoma City’s tallest building, the Devon Tower, also has the 
most breathtaking views of Oklahoma City. Grab dinner or drinks 
at Vast Restaurant for unparalleled views. 
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The buildings along Film Row once housed film distribution offices 
for major Hollywood studios. Changes in technology have made the 
need for distribution offices a thing of the past, but Oklahoma City’s 
preserved district has been reborn as a creative hub on the western 
edge of downtown. It’s now home to a mix of artistic businesses, 
locally-owned restaurants and more. 

E X P E R I E N C E  T H E  D I S T R I C T:

• Connect with the cinematic history of Film Row during its monthly 
street festival. On the third Friday of each month, locals gather for 
Premiere on Film Row to catch movies at the Paramount, an old 
Paramount Pictures distribution warehouse, and enjoy musicians, 
artists, performers, food and drinks.  

FILM ROW
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Considered Oklahoma City’s playground, Midtown also boasts a vivacious 
combination of restaurants, bars, shops, hotels and nearby residences that 
lend the area a 24-7 vibe, life and charm – with some iconic skyline views 
to boot. Midtown lies between Bricktown / Automobile Alley and Uptown 
and even has a Spokies bike-sharing station to make things even easier as 
you explore downtown OKC. 

E X P E R I E N C E  T H E  D I S T R I C T: 

• Midtown is home to some of the best rooftop views in Oklahoma 
City. Grab a drink or a bite to eat at one of the rooftop restaurants 
and bars in the area and catch a glimpse Oklahoma City’s expansive 
skyline from bird’s eye view. 

• Midtown connects the hustle and bustle of downtown Oklahoma City with the tranquility of one of 
its oldest housing districts. Take a stroll through Heritage Hills, just north of Midtown, to see houses 
constructed near the turn of the 20th century. If you want to live nearby, check out the apartment 
offerings in the area. 

MIDTOWN

TownePlace Suites Oklahoma City Airport offers 
neighborhood style living with a variety of suites 
all with fully equipped kitchens to fit any lifestyle. 
We are minutes from The FAA Academy and many 
businesses such as Boeing, Devon Energy, GE 
Global Research, Hobby Lobby & Tinker AFB. Our 
fitness center, indoor pool and property-wide free 

WiFi, will make for a memorable stay. We even accept the family pet The TownePlace 
Suites Oklahoma City Airport is your simple / affordable solution for extended stay. 
Come visit us today and see why we are the perfect place to live, work, and play while 
in Oklahoma City.

TownePlace Suites by Marriott Oklahoma City Airport 
4601 SW 15th St. 
Oklahoma City, OK 73128

www.marriott.com/okcts • phone: 405-600-9988 • fax: 405-600-9989
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The Paseo is an area known for its eclectic art galleries (many attached to 
working artists’ studios) and shops, as well as its cuisine and nightlife. Situated 
around a curvy, tree-lined street, the Paseo’s Spanish Revival architecture 
houses more than 75 artists under its clay tile roofs, as well as an unmistakable 
bohemian vibe that is great for exploring on foot. 

E X P E R I E N C E  T H E  D I S T R I C T:

• The Paseo’s First Friday Gallery Walk is the first Friday (6-10 p.m.) 
and Saturday (noon-6 p.m.) of every month. More than 60 artists and 
17 galleries await you, along with a regular schedule of Art Opening 
Receptions on Friday nights.

• Paseo’s restaurant options include both relaxed and upscale options, but 
they all offer a unique vibe for your next meal out. From open mic nights 
to alfresco dining, this district will inspire you to connect with your inner 
artist.

PASEO ARTS DISTRICT
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It’s a little trendy, a little gritty and a lot of fun. If you’re the sort that 
likes to check out the hip and happening, congrats. You’ve gotten 
yourself to Oklahoma City just in time to get in on the ground floor of 
a high-rise district renaissance in action.

The Plaza District is, by all accounts, an Oklahoma City revitalization 
success story. Originally named for the first air-conditioned theater in 
the state, the Plaza Theatre (built in 1935), the area fell into disrepair 
and disregard until local property owners sensed the potential for an 
eclectic, historic, arts- and creativity-focused local renaissance in the 
mid-90s. A streetscape project in the early 2000s added momentum, 
and today the district boasts more than 30 destinations, including 
eight bars and restaurants and 17 galleries and shops. 

E X P E R I E N C E  T H E  D I S T R I C T:

• The local food scene in the Plaza District is unbeatable, and its 
growing list of eateries offers some of the best calories that you 
can possibly consume, in Oklahoma City or otherwise. Take a 
walk after dinner and visit the area’s shops for locally-curated 
goods, including art for your new Oklahoma City digs. 

• Founded in 1962, Lyric Theatre of Oklahoma is a nationally-
recognized theater group that produces Broadway-caliber shows 
throughout the year. Be sure to catch one of its productions in 
the renovated Plaza Theatre that gave this district its name. 

• The Plaza is known for its public events as well as its nightlife. 
In addition to the yearly Plaza Festival (held in late September), 
LIVE on the Plaza is the second Friday of every month and 
provides patrons live music, arts and shopping in addition to 
other special events.

THE PLAZA DISTRICT
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If you want to experience the sights and sounds of the West or you have a western-themed itch you just can’t 
scratch, Stockyards City is worth a look. Stockyards City is the historic home to Oklahoma City’s first industrial 
area (stocking and meat packing), beginning with a public livestock market in 1910. Today, this is the perfect 
area to experience Oklahoma City’s active ties to the ways of the West. 

The Oklahoma National Stock Yards is still the world’s largest feeder and stocker cattle market. In addition 
to the auctions, the district is well-known for its appropriately early 20th-century architecture and décor, 
western-themed businesses and art and artisan studios – and famous steaks. 

E X P E R I E N C E  T H E  D I S T R I C T:

• The live cattle auctions every Monday and Tuesday at the Oklahoma National Stockyards are open to the 
public and as authentic as it gets.

• The oldest continually-operating restaurant in Oklahoma City and a nationally-known Stockyards City 
staple, Cattlemen’s Steakhouse has been visited by presidents, movie stars, pro athletes and music icons, 
among others. It’s worth a visit for an historic steak, a stiff drink and delectable desserts.

• If you want to add some Oklahoma style to your home or wardrobe, then explore the stores that line the 
historic streets of Stockyards City. 

STOCKYARDS CITY
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Uptown is home to one of the latest neighborhood 
revitalizations in OKC and is gaining quite the local 
reputation as a fun, easy place to dine, shop, and 
drink. The attractions in Uptown 23rd are casual, very 
accessible and are largely owned by local proprietors 
eager to please OKC’s residents. 

Located just north of downtown, Uptown 23rd also 
lies along the original “Mother Road”, Route 66, which 
ran through Oklahoma City on its way to the west 
coast. 

E X P E R I E N C E  T H E  D I S T R I C T:

• Uptown 23rd is also home to the historic Gold Dome building, a Buckminster Fuller-inspired geodesic 
dome design that lies on the border of Uptown 23rd and OKC’s Asian District (see page 15).

• Locally-owned restaurants line the Uptown 23rd District and are the foundation of this district’s 
revitalization. Keep your eyes open for the opening of The Rise Development, which will increase the 
dining, drinking and shopping options of Uptown 23rd.

 UPTOWN 23RD DISTRICT
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Bustling with buyers and browsers by day and quite the hotspot at night, Western Avenue is a great place to 
find a nice mix of locally-owned shops, bars and restaurants, along with a few national retail staples (Whole 
Foods Market, Anthropologie, West Elm) in the Classen Curve area. 

Surrounded by some of the coolest historic neighborhoods in Oklahoma City, Western Avenue is a great area 
to both live and play – here you can shop for one-of-a-kind antiques, eat sushi, buy records, get your hair cut, 
listen to live music, sample exotic spices, get a drink at some of OKC’s favorite watering holes and even buy a 
bonsai tree. 

E X P E R I E N C E  T H E  D I S T R I C T:

• The Crown Heights and Edgemere Heights historic districts offer peaceful tree-lined streets and beautiful 
architecture. Fans of the traditional Tudor Revival and Colonial Revival styles should give the homes in 
this area a look. 

• While many areas of Oklahoma City offer great shopping, this district is a must-visit for those looking to 
furnish their home with antiques. Spend the day shopping on Western Avenue and you are sure to reel in 
some unique finds that come with their own history.  

• We would be remiss if we didn’t discuss the food options this lively district has to offer. Rustic Italian 
dishes, fresh takes on southwest cuisine, sushi and hibachi grills and modern interpretations of classic 
pub fare are all at your fingertips on Western Avenue. 

WESTERN AVENUE / CLASSEN CURVE
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DISTRICTS MAP
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A deserted downtown, a fleeing workforce and 
decaying buildings: Oklahoma City’s outlook in the 
late 1980s was grim. After experiencing a decade of 
financial hardship, Oklahoma City leaders knew that 
they had to reshape their community’s future. Their 
bold plan called for a voter-approved penny sales 
tax investment in nine quality-of-life projects – now 
known as the MAPS projects. 

On Dec. 14, 1993, the citizens of Oklahoma City 
went to the polls and decided to invest in their 
own future. As a result, the nine projects, including 
renovations to the city’s convention center, 
preforming arts center and fairgrounds; construction 
of a 15,000-seat ball park, a mile-long canal, a 20,000-
seat arena, a state-of-the-art downtown library, 
and a downtown trolley system; and the complete 
renovation of a dry riverbed, all led to an amazing 
renaissance that is still blossoming 20 years later. 
The initial investment by citizens led to billions in 
private investments that have transformed downtown 
Oklahoma City and turned the fate of the entire city 
around. 

By funding the projects with a temporary sales tax, 
the projects were built debt-free. Using a “pay as you 

go” structure allowed Oklahoma City to build world-
class facilities without the burden of debt for future 
generations and city leaders. Oklahoma City residents 
had made the transformational decision to invest 
their own money in the city they called home.

Even the most optimistic of city leaders could not 
have foreseen the level of success MAPS would bring 
to the city. To date, nearly $5 billion in economic 
impact can be directly attributed to the original MAPS 
program. This represents a nearly 10-fold return on 
the city’s original investment. 

MAPS also had a significant impact on the 
population downtown, which has grown to more than 
11,000 residents. Oklahoma City’s downtown hotel 
industry has also seen strong growth since the original 
MAPS vote was passed. More than $200 million of 
capital investment has occurred in the hotel sector.

Most importantly, the MAPS initiative helped 
Oklahoma City regain a bit of its swagger. Oklahoma 
City has become a city that turns audacious dreams 
into realities by working together and investing in the 
future.   

MAPS: THE INITIATIVE THAT 
REINVENTED A CITY
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RETURN ON INVESTMENT
The original MAPS projects breathed new life into Oklahoma City more than 20 years ago, but its effect can still 
be felt in some of Oklahoma City’s most vibrant attractions.

1 .  T H E  O K C  T H U N D E R

In 2008, the Oklahoma City Thunder stormed onto the court of the MAPS-built 
Chesapeake Energy Arena and stole the hearts of Oklahoma City, but for many years 
the idea of a professional sports team seemed like a distant dream. Foresight of 
city leaders built a professional sports-grade arena, and the displaced New Orleans 
Hornets moved into that arena in the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina. When fan 
support skyrocketed by 78 percent during the 2005-2007 seasons, Oklahoma City 
went on the NBA fast-track for a franchise. Now, the Chesapeake Arena and its 
Thunder fans are consistently called one of the best in the league.

2 .  M Y R I A D  B O TA N I C A L  G A R D E N S

Myriad Botanical Gardens was a product of Oklahoma City’s original attempt at urban 
revitalization in the 1970s and ‘80s, but it did not bloom to its fullest potential until 
funds from a tax increment financing district providing for its complete renovation 
in 2010. Now this downtown oasis is better than ever, with public art, ponds, 
pavilions and flora for all to enjoy. Events range from free concerts and movies to 
farmers markets and yoga classes – all within view of its signature Crystal Bridge 
Conservatory.

3 .  N E W  A R T  M U S E U M

The Oklahoma City Museum of Art, built only a few steps away from the MAPS-
renovated Oklahoma City Civic Center, anchored a block in the city’s civic heart as a 
soaring artistic experience. Art devotees will love the museum’s 47-foot Chihuly glass 
tower (highlighting one of the world’s largest Chihuly collections), while fans of fine 
dining will love the Museum Café, with an extensive wine list that was featured by 
the Wall Street Journal’s popular wine columnist.

4 .  T H E  O LY M P I C  R I V E R

Perhaps the most remarkable symbol of MAPS success is the Oklahoma River. It 
once required periodic mowing, but now the Oklahoma River is considered the 

crowning jewel of the MAPS program. The straight and smooth body of water sparked an idea that it would 
be the perfect venue for rowers. The Chesapeake Boathouse soon followed with its signature clean, modern 
architecture.  

In short order, championship regattas began drawing elite rowers and raves from Ivy League Schools and 
beyond. Meanwhile, Oklahoma City residents adopted paddlesports as a community activity. Soon, the U.S. 
Olympic Committee designated the river as an official Olympic and Paralympic training site for U.S. Canoe/
Kayak and U.S. Rowing (the only river to bear the Olympic rings). And the Devon Boathouse was built to train 
high-performance athletes for Olympic competition. 

In 2012, USA Canoe/Kayak, the national governing body for the sport, moved its headquarters to OKC, and 
in 2014 Oklahoma City became the first U.S. city to host the ICF Canoe Marathon World Championships in the 
event’s 76-year history. Oklahoma City’s Boathouse District will add to its prestige when the Riversport Rapids 
OKC Whitewater Rafting & Kayaking Center, a MAPS 3 project, opens later this year.
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HOME, SWEET HOME
Oklahoma City’s affordability is one of the key aspects of the region’s unique livability. When it comes to 
the real estate market, Oklahoma City offers impressive variety of housing at one of the nation’s most 
affordable rates – all without sacrificing quality. 

U R B A N
Oklahoma City’s urban housing options put you in close proximity to the central business district and 
plenty of amenities, making a walkable lifestyle as easy as stepping outside your door.

M O D E R N
With its contemporary styling, Oklahoma City’s modern housing options embody style and fresh 
thinking. 

H I S T O R I C 
Oklahoma City’s story shines through its historic housing options, many of which have been updated to 
meet today’s needs.

S U B U R B A N 
If a suburban lifestyle is more your style, you can find new housing and perfect communities in every 
pocket of Oklahoma City.

H I S T O R I C

U R B A N

M O D E R N

S U B U R B A N
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WHERE YOU 
LIVE MATTERS
From modern, urban lofts in the heart of downtown 
to historic homes on tree-lined streets and spacious 
homes on even more spacious lots, Greater 
Oklahoma City offers an expansive choice of 
desirable neighborhoods and a wide range of prices 
for housing. Are you attracted to hip, happening 
urban enclaves, or is good old-fashioned surburban 
living more your style? Maybe you prefer recent 
developments with lots of community amenities or 
picture yourself in a historic bungalow. No matter 
what your tastes, Oklahoma City has it all.

The choices for where you call home at the end of 
the day are endless, and the span of architectural 
styles provides something for every design taste and 
price point. Chances are, if you are moving from 
another city, you will be pleasantly surprised at how 
far your money will go in Oklahoma City’s housing 
market. The average cost of a single family home is 
$126,200, with single-family home prices starting at 

$60,000 and up and condominiums and townhomes 
ranging from $65,000 to $300,000. And with 
Oklahoma City ranked No. 1 in home value increases 
since pre-recession highs of 2007 (according to The 
Wall Street Journal) and one of Forbes’ best cities to 
invest in housing during 2014, you’ll be making a wise 
investment.

Also available are hundreds of rental apartments 
ranging from brand new luxury complexes to modest, 
garden-style apartments with the average rental 
price ranging from $600 to $1,500. In Oklahoma City, 
the average 950-square-foot apartment costs $767 
per month, compared to $1,009 in Denver, $1,175 in 
Chicago and $2,051 in Los Angeles.  

A V E R A G E  C O S T  O F  9 5 0 - S Q U A R E - F O O T  A PA R T M E N T :
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Looking for bigger lots, more room to roam and 
a less urban atmsphere? The Greater Oklahoma 
City region provides rural options in all directions 
from the city center, including far northwest 
Oklahoma City. Other nearby communities with 
rural settings (but short commute times) include 
Bethany, Mustang, Yukon, Midwest City, Choctaw, 
Jones, Nicoma Park and Lake Aluma. For more 
information, visit www.abetterlifeokc.com/housing. 

32www.abetterlifeokc.com



COMPARE AND CONTRAST
Living the better life does not always come without a cost. Lucky for you, the cost of living in Greater Oklahoma 
City is less than pretty much every other major metropolitan area. Check out the chart below to see how far 
you’ll be able to stretch your dollar and enjoy living your life once you settle in Oklahoma City.

C I T Y A P T. 
R E N T

C O F F E E T O TA L  E N E R G Y 
B I L L

D O C T O R 
V I S I T

G A S M E N ’ S 
H A I R C U T

M O V I E 
T I C K E T

Oklahoma 
City

$560.00 $4.03 $153.59 $84.50 $3.07 $12.57 $9.69

Albuquerque $738.00 $4.99 $167.34 $95.33 $3.41 $13.00 $10.17

Dallas $843.00 $ 4.40 $180.75 $95.83 $3.40 $18.56 $10.40

Denver $1,225.00 $5.28 $165.85 $121.43 $3.64 $16.89 $11.17

Kansas City $815.00 $3.86 $163.88 $98.13 $3.53 $14.00 $9.50

Omaha $740.00 $4.23 $160.05 $131.80 $3.30 $14.60 $9.65

San Antonio $869.00 $4.04 $133.30 $95.40 $3.42 $15.00 $10.00

All City 
Average

$827.14 $4.40 $160.68 $103.20 $3.40 $14.95 $10.08

A V E R A G E  P R I C E S  F O R  A U G U S T - O C T O B E R  2 0 1 4

H O U S I N G  C O S T S  C O M PA R E D  T O  T H E  N AT I O N A L  A V E R A G E : 

Source: C2ER COLI 2014 Q3
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DOWNTOWN OKLAHOMA CITY 
WELCOMES ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
Just more than a decade ago, Oklahoma City residents 
approved an initiative called MAPS for Kids that raised 
$700 million for Oklahoma City Public 
Schools and 23 surrounding school 
districts. The initiative funded the 
replacement or renovation of every 
school in the Oklahoma City Public 
School District, and it also added 
a new educational institution in 
downtown Oklahoma City. 

The John W. Rex Charter Elementary 
School opened in downtown Oklahoma 
City in 2014, marking an important 
milestone in the MAPS for Kids 
program as the last newly-constructed project. John 
Rex Elementary is also downtown Oklahoma City’s 
first charter elementary school, and its location places 
students within easy access of government, legal and 
cultural resources. 

“At John W. Rex Charter Elementary School, we’ve 
created an innovative community of quality education 
regardless of race, culture or income,” said Joe 
Pierce, head of school at JRCES. “Our diverse student 
body benefits by having daily interaction with the 

downtown arts, civic and business community who 
support and engage in our curriculum.  It’s win-win 
for everyone.”

The school was funded with $14 million of MAPS 
for Kids funds and currently serves 
300 students from throughout 
Oklahoma City. Currently, the school 
educates students in Pre-K through 
second grade with a rigorous and 
relevant curriculum focused on 
science, technology, engineering, 
math and the arts. John Rex 
Elementary will add an additional 
grade to its student body each year 
until the school educates Pre-K 
through sixth grade students.

In addition to the construction of John Rex 
Elementary, the MAPS for Kids program invested $470 
million into the infrastructure of Oklahoma City’s 
public school districts and $52 million for technology 
projects. The program also provided $9 million for 
bus fleet replacement. MAPS for Kids also provided 
funding to the 23 other public school districts that 
serve Oklahoma City students. By the conclusion of 
the program, more than 400 projects totaling $153 
million will have benefited these 23 suburban school 
districts.

CLASS IS IN SESSION

www.mountstmary.orgLearn more...

17

2014 MSM grads earned over
$6M in college scholarships

Located five minutes
from downtown OKC!

College Board
Certified AP
Courses
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K - 1 2  E D U C AT I O N

Oklahoma City is always looking to the future and 
how it can make improvements on the quality of life 
for its citizens. One key aspect of this is education. 
Quality, commitment and accountability are a few of 
the words that reflect Oklahoma City’s commitment 
to its education systems.

OKC’s dedication to education shows. Oklahoma 
schools have received national recognition for 
alternative education, early childhood accessibility 
and the increasing number of teachers earning 
National Board Certification – the profession’s top 
credential. Oklahoma City has also invested $700 
million into school construction, transportation 
and technology projects through the MAPS for Kids 
program.

Through the dedication of the community, excellent 
schools can be found in both the city’s urban center 
and in the surrounding suburban areas. According 
to Newsweek, five of the nation’s top 100 schools 
are located in the Oklahoma City metro, and eight 
of the top 10 Oklahoma high schools are located in 
Oklahoma City according to the U.S. News & World 
Report. In addition to the Oklahoma City Public 
School District, which educates approximately 43,000 
students located in 135.5 square miles, there are 
several other districts located in Oklahoma County, 
including Choctaw/Nicoma Park, Deer Creek, Edmond, 
Moore, Putnam City and others.

C A R E E R  A N D  T E C H N O L O G Y  S C H O O L S

When it comes to career and technology schools, 
Oklahoma’s system is nationally acclaimed. Greater 

EDUCATION
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OKLAHOMA SCHOOL 
OF SCIENCE AND 
MATH
One of America’s premier math and science high 
schools, Oklahoma School of Science and Mathematics 
(OSSM) has been operating for 22 years, during which 
the school has produced 380 National Merit Finalists 
and 186 National Merit Commended Scholars. A 

tuition-free residential high school for juniors and seniors with exceptional ability in math and science, 
OSSM has been cited as one of “America’s Best Schools” (Redbook) and deemed “the most rigorous 
academic program of its kind in the nation” by Dr. Julian Stanley of Johns Hopkins.

Students at OSSM study at least seven academic courses plus a fine arts and physical education courses 
each semester. Students also participate in campus and community service as part of their graduation 
requirements.  

OSSM is located on a 32-acre site to the northeast of downtown Oklahoma City, adjacent to the libraries 
and research resources of the Oklahoma Health Center. OSSM currently has enrolled more than 100 
students. Students from all of Oklahoma’s 77 counties have been selected to attend OSSM.

Oklahoma City’s nine technology systems and 18 
campuses not only provide training to high school and 
post-secondary students, but they also provide invaluable 
training services to a variety of businesses in a number of 
different skill areas.

H I G H E R  E D U C AT I O N

Greater Oklahoma City is home to 18 colleges and 
universities and two community colleges. Through these 
institutions, more than 125,000 students are furthering 
their education and pursuing thousands of graduate and 
undergraduate opportunities.

O S S M  Q U I C K  F A C T S :

• In the National Competition of Engineering Aptitude, Mathematics and Science (TEAM+S), 
OSSM teams have placed first in state and regionally for 15 consecutive years. OSSM students 
have consistently swept state, regional and national TEAM+S titles since 1995. 

• The 1,407 students to graduate from OSSM have received scholarship offers in excess of $123 
million. 

• For six years, Newsweek has named OSSM as one of “America’s Top Public Schools.”
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EMPLOYMENT
Oklahoma City is consistently recognized as 
being a haven for business. A strong economic 
climate, diverse industries and low tax rates 
mean that our businesses have the opportunity 
to thrive. This, in turn, means that our 
companies offer great job opportunities.

The success of our region’s economy and its 
stable unemployment climate did not happen 
overnight. For years Oklahoma City has worked 
for widespread quality of life improvements and 
self-investment. The massive scale of our public 
improvement projects has led to impressive 
private investment alongside it. Combined 
together, these qualities have stoked Oklahoma 
City’s economic engine and propelled it forward. 

Great drivers of Oklahoma City’s successes are the successful corporate entities that call Greater Oklahoma 
City home. Energy companies located here include Chesapeake Energy Corporation, Continental Resources, 
Devon Energy Corporation, SandRidge Energy and many others. They join other companies such as AAA, 
American Fidelity Assurance Company, Boeing , Dell Farmers Insurance, Hertz, Hobby Lobby, Love’s Travel Stops 
& Country Stores, Northrop-Grumman, Pratt & Whitney, Quad/Graphics, Sonic America’s Drive In, The Hartford 
and more that help create a strong and diverse economy in Greater Oklahoma City.  
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With more than 300 public- and private-sector 
aviation and aerospace firms, the Oklahoma City 
region is a hub of aerospace activity – and its velocity 
is only increasing. Around 38,000 workers make up 
our industry, generating an estimated $4.3 billion 
in goods and services and $2.36 billion in income. 
Oklahoma ranks 12th nationally in the number of 
aerospace engineers, fifth in aircraft mechanics and 
service technicians and eighth in avionic technicians.

Leading the way in terms of facilities and jobs is 
Tinker Air Force Base – the largest group of civilian Air 
Force personnel in the United States, and Oklahoma’s 
largest single-site employer, with an annual statewide 
economic impact of close to $4 billion. Tinker AFB 
is an Air Force Sustainment Center and one of five 
specialized centers assigned to the Air Force Material 
Command. In this role, Tinker provides critical 
sustainment for the Air Force’s most sophisticated 
weapons systems. Private companies supporting U.S. 
Department of Defense workloads are located near 
the base, increasing efficiency and creating synergy 
with their public partners.

With the help of a steady economy and a low cost 
of doing business, the aviation defense industry has 
experienced continued growth Oklahoma City. Boeing 
recently announced that up to 900 defense-related 
jobs will be relocated to Oklahoma City, adding to 
the firm’s 1,800 employees already located in the 
area. Boeing’s decision to increase its presence in 
Oklahoma City is the third time that it has relocated 
employees to Oklahoma City from other locations. 
Previous decisions by Boeing added 550 employees 
from Long Beach, Calif., in 2010 and 800 employees 
from Wichita, Kan., in 2012.

This booming growth is not just a trend – the 
foundations are in place to keep the momentum 
going well into the future. Educational institutions 
in Oklahoma have access to close and frequent 
interaction with industry professionals such as Boeing, 
the Federal Aviation Administration Mike Moroney 
Aeronautical Center and Tinker Air Force Base.

SOARING TO NEW HEIGHTS
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Firms in Greater Oklahoma City’s bioscience sector 
boast annual revenues of more than $4.1 billion 
and employ more than 27,800 workers with total 
compensation of $1.5 billion. Undeniably, one of the 
most significant factors in this area’s biotech boom 
is the powerful symbiotic relationship between 
entrepreneurs, clinical researchers, academic 
investigators and public and private investors.

In recent years, some of the most significant 
medical advances and life-saving medicines have been 
developed in labs and facilities based in Oklahoma 
City. Researchers at Oklahoma Medical Research 
Foundation (OMRF), one of the most respected 
independent medical research institutes nationwide, 
led the discovery of the genetic mechanism 
responsible for susceptibility to Alzheimer’s disease, 
as well as two other major medical breakthroughs – 
a diagnostic blood test for rheumatoid arthritis and 
a drug to combat septicemia, which is now used in 
ICUs worldwide.  In 2011, OMRF completed a new 
research tower that added 186,000 square feet of lab 
and office space and is partially powered by 24 helix-
shaped wind turbines.

In addition to OMRF, Greater Oklahoma City is 
home to The University of Oklahoma Health Sciences 
Center (OUHSC) and the University Research Park, a 
27-acre, seven-building, 700,000-square-foot complex 
that supports biomedical technology with Class A wet 
lab and office spaces. Thirty-six innovative, science-
based companies are based in the complex. The 
research park also includes the Presbyterian Health 
Foundation, which supports a variety of health-
related activities, including recruitment of research 

scientists and provision of research and equipment 
grants.

OUHSC, comprised of seven medical schools, has 
benefited from PHF’s efforts, with more than $65 
million in grants for medical research. In turn, the 
30 institutions on its campus employ more than 
15,000 people with a combined general revenue 
of more than $3.5 billion per year, and NIH funding 
over $53 million.  OU also has built the $120 million 
The Stephenson Cancer Center, a National Cancer 
Institute- designated comprehensive cancer center.  
The center is bringing together clinical programs, 
oncology services and even proton therapy.

With a world-class caliber of research facilities 
and wet lab space, abundant funding opportunities 
and collaborative efforts by legislators to enhance 
progress, Greater Oklahoma City has biotechnology 
down to a science.

BOOMING BIOSCIENCES

40www.abetterlifeokc.com



Well-known for being a global oil capital 
(as well as for having a working oil well 
on the grounds of the state Capitol), 
Oklahoma City’s energy industry has 
developed significantly from its oil-
intense beginnings. OKC also is a great fit 
for compressed natural gas (CNG), wind 
and solar production/manufacturing 
due to our strategic central location, 
wealth of advanced manufacturing, 
production and workforce synergies 
due to our well-developed aerospace 
sector and low input costs.

Oklahoma’s roots run deep in the 
petroleum industry. As domestic oil production has 
shifted to more environmentally-friendly alternatives, 
Oklahoma City’s position in the energy industry 
has only strengthened. Today the presence of 
Devon Energy Corporation, Continental Resources, 
Chesapeake Energy Corporation and SandRidge 
Energy, major players in the oil and natural gas 
industry, are sources of pride and optimism to 

the community. Oklahoma City’s 
opportunity for synergy, efficiency 
and growth in this clean, growing 
alternative energy industry is 
increasingly evident. Oklahoma 
ranks in the top five in the nation in 
production of cleaner-burning, cost-
effective CNG – an environmentally 
friendly alternative to conventional 
fossil fuels.

Hundreds of energy companies in 
Oklahoma City are growing rapidly, 
responding to the extraordinary 
opportunity that the industry – and 

the location – offers. Large and small independents, 
midstream companies, services businesses, startups 
and spinoffs all call Oklahoma City home. And 
whether you’re an engineer, geologist, landman, 
electrician, accountant, geophysicist, IT person, 
analyst, driver or any other energy-related 
professional, Oklahoma City’s companies are looking 
for employees just like you.

ENERGY ADVANTAGES
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There’s a reason the Greater Oklahoma City region is such a great place for logistics companies: location. 
Greater Oklahoma City is located in the geographic center of North America, the United States and the 
south-central region. It is equidistant from the east and west coasts and major trade partners of Canada 
and Mexico. At the crossroads of three major Interstate highways, Oklahoma City is positioned within a 
day’s drive of the large and rapidly-growing south-central region, which includes Oklahoma, Texas, Arkansas 
and Louisiana. A dynamic market in terms of size and rates of population and income growth, this region is 
expected to grow more than 44 percent during the next 25 years.

LOCATION, 
LOCATION, 
LOCATION
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OKLAHOMA CITY’S ENTREPRENEURIAL SPIRIT RUNS DEEP

Oklahoma City continues to gain national recognition for its business 
climate, this time as the No. 1 city in the nation for budding entrepreneurs. 
Kiplinger recently ranked Oklahoma City as the top hot spot for business 
startups based on its strong community of small businesses, low costs of 
living and operating a business and its well-educated workforce. 

As a community, Oklahoma City’s entrepreneurial ideas are organic 
to its culture. When the city was founded at the sound of a gunshot 
in a historic land run, the new residents of a fresh land embodied a 
community spirit of entrepreneurship that has carried on into each new 
generation. 

Today, Oklahoma City is home to 18,600 small businesses, which is 
nearly double the national average for all metro areas. Oklahoma City 
also boasts business costs that are 4.9 percent lower than the national 
average, a quality that creates a healthy environment for new businesses. 
Combined with the area’s incentive programs, these factors allow startup 
businesses not only to survive, but also to thrive. 

Oklahoma City also supplies entrepreneurs with an active network of 
resources. Oklahoma City’s business accelerators and their support for 

area entrepreneurs are one of the key benefits of starting a business in Oklahoma City. i2E, an area business 
accelerator, works with many partners, including the Greater Oklahoma City Chamber, to provide expertise to 
entrepreneurs alongside the funds necessary to make new businesses blossom.  

i2E offers a vast amount of resources specific to venture advisory 
services, access to capital and entrepreneurial development, and a joint 
initiative with the Chamber also provides assistance to entrepreneurs in 
Oklahoma City’s high-growth sectors and innovation-based industries. 
Since 2011, the Greater Oklahoma City Chamber Partnership has 
supported, developed and raised funds for the Donald W. Reynolds 
Governor’s Cup business plan competition and an angel funding 
competition that directly connects Oklahoma’s angel investor network 
to entrepreneurs. The partnership also assists Oklahoma universities in 
commercializing technologies and developing companies. 

The Chamber also works in tandem with organizations such as i2E, OKBio and Oklahoma Center for the 
Advancement of Science and Technology to support Oklahoma’s growing network of bioscience and technology 
entrepreneurs and investors. The Chamber helps plan and execute Oklahoma’s presence at the SXSW conference 
to highlight and promote Oklahoma’s contributions to film, music and technology industries. Other promotional 
activities have included receptions, showcases and events such as live business pitch competitions for interactive 
startup companies. 

FROM STARTUPS TO SUCCESS

148
4.9%

10.1%

NUMBER OF SMALL 
BUSINESSES PER 
10,000 PEOPLE

BUSINESS COSTS:

LOWER THAN THE 
NATIONAL AVERAGE

COST OF LIVING FOR 
SELF-EMPLOYED:

BELOW NATIONAL 
AVERAGE
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OKLAHOMA CITY’S MILLION-
POUND MAKEOVER 
When Oklahoma City Mayor Mick Cornett declared a citywide fitness initiative in 2008, he delivered 
a staggering goal: for the city to collectively lose one million pounds. The community responded in its 
characteristic gung-ho style – restaurants added healthy options to their menus, corporations sponsored 
companywide initiatives and more than 44,000 people used the effort’s website to track their progress.

The end result? Oklahoma City residents shed more than one million pounds by 2011, or the equivalent 
weight of 100 elephants. Oklahoma City’s transformation then caught national attention, becoming a topic of a 
Ted Talk and garnering fittest city rankings from major publications.  
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ACTIVE LIFESTYLE AMENITIES
What started as a city-wide initiative has now become part of its identity. Oklahoma City’s emphasis on 

improving infrastructure through public investment has taken a health and wellness centered turn, with the 
community funding new wellness centers, sidewalks, trails and facilities that encourage the type of quality 
of life that produces healthy, happy citizens. Read on for more of the amenities available for those looking to 
support an active lifestyle:

• Oklahoma City has more than 140 miles of walking, running, bicycling and skating trails, with more than 
30 miles of trails under construction. These trails will make it possible for commuters by bicycle to travel 
all the way from northwest Oklahoma City to downtown on designated bike paths. 

• Bluff Creek and Lake Stanley Draper, both located in Oklahoma City, have more than 15 miles of mountain 
biking and hiking trails.

• Three large lakes, Hefner, Draper and Overholser provide outdoor 
recreational activities in and around each lake. 

• The Stinchcomb Wildlife Refuge, located at the north end of Lake 
Overholser, is a pristine area of 1,000 acres that has remained 
unchanged since before statehood. Hiking the area will put you in 
close contact to whitetail deer, beaver and egrets, not to mention 
beautiful views of lakes, bottomland forest and marshlands. The 
refuge’s trails can accommodate bicyclists or hikers. You can also 
rent kayaks or canoes and explore the North Canadian River/
Oklahoma River through the refuge, as well as fish.

• The Oklahoma River, a seven-mile stretch of the North Canadian River that runs through the heart of 
Oklahoma City, offers world-class canoeing, kayaking and standup paddle boarding. 

• Mat Hoffman Action Sports Park is 26,000 square feet of terrain for skateboarding, in-line skating and 
BMX freestyle biking. 

• Paw Park, a two-acre, off-the-leash park recognized as one of the top 10 dog parks in the U.S., features a 
swimming pond and enclosures for both large and small dogs. 

• Fresh, locally grown produce is available at weekly farmer’s markets at OSU-OKC on Classen Curve, at St. 
Anthony’s in Midtown and in other surrounding areas. 

• An Olympic-level whitewater kayaking facility is under construction at the Boathouse District, which will 
provide whitewater training and fun for both athletes and amateurs. 

• Oklahoma City is home to the annual Oklahoma City Memorial Marathon, held each April, which attracts 
more than 24,000 runners and walkers from all 50 states and several foreign countries. 
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With one of the nation’s leading heart transplant teams, one of the country’s most complete medical research 
centers and one of the medical profession’s most respected eye institutes, Greater Oklahoma City residents 
have access to some of the best available health care. The city is also home to ProCure, one of only eight 
proton therapy centers in America, as well as the comprehensive Peggy and Charles Stephenson Oklahoma 
Cancer Center and the Oklahoma Diabetes Center – bringing even more cutting-edge technology, research, 
clinical care and alternative therapies to Oklahoma City. 

With 35 area hospitals, Oklahoma City residents don’t have to look far to find quality health care, including 
specialty services in areas such as oncology and hematology, orthopedics, burn treatment, hearing and vision 
care, neonatal care, infertility, spinal disorder care, sports medicine and others. The state’s only Level 1 Trauma 
Center with Mediflight services is based in Oklahoma City, the ideal location for regional service. 

OUTSTANDING MEDICAL CARE
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BLUE SKIES AHEAD
Oklahoma City’s solid four seasons and its sunny days give residents plenty of opportunities to get outdoors 
and explore in a variety of seasonal weather. Oklahoma City’s climate is enjoyably average (weather-wise), 
with sunny and warm summers, bright and cold winters and crisp autumns. The spring season is often wet, but 
filled with plenty of clear days to get out and watch Oklahoma’s landscape bloom. In addition to its temperate 
climate, Oklahoma City also boasts clean air so you can breathe easy.

Oklahoma’s location east of the Rocky Mountains and north of the Gulf of Mexico means that we are 
sometimes a hot spot for some interesting weather. Cold, dry air from the Rocky Mountains and Canada 
have the potential to combine with the warm, moist air from the Gulf of Mexico, sometimes resulting in 
thunderstorms or even more severe weather, including tornados.  

Like other states that have a potential for severe weather, Oklahoma is well-prepared for what Mother 
Nature might throw her way. The Greater Oklahoma City metro area has hundreds of outdoor warning 
sirens that inform residents when their county is under a tornado warning, and in Oklahoma City, these 
tornado sirens are tested every Saturday at noon unless there is severe weather in the area. Oklahoma City 
is also home to some of the nation’s best meteorologists who help residents stay aware and informed when 
severe weather happens. Just 30 miles south of Oklahoma City in Norman, Okla., is the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration’s (NOAA) National Weather Service. Oklahoma City has access to the best and 
most technologically-advanced equipment to predict and detect potential severe weather. 

SEVERE WEATHER PREPAREDNESS
Much like states along the east coast are prepared for potential hurricanes, residents in Oklahoma City 
can do their best to be prepared for severe weather and tornadoes. At home, have a family tornado 
plan in place by identifying where you will take shelter. Flying debris is often the greatest danger in 
tornadoes, so store protective coverings in or next to your shelter space. Many homes in Greater 
Oklahoma City have tornado shelters or safe rooms. While not all builders include a shelter in the 
house, they often take the steps to make it very easy for one to be added by the homeowner.

The region’s hard clay soil and water table mean that most newer homes do not have a basement, but 
many homes in historic neighborhoods do. No matter the age of your home, adding a tornado shelter 
inside your house or on your property is a good way to be prepared for potential severe weather. For 
more information about tornado safety and preparation, visit the Oklahoma Department of Emergency 
Management’s site, www.ok.gov/oem.  
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If you aren’t familiar with the categories for severe weather, watching a meteorology report can be 
a little confusing. Here is a no-frills guide to severe weather reporting.

S E V E R E  T H U N D E R S T O R M  W AT C H
What it means: The potential exists for the development of thunderstorms that might produce 
large hail and/or damaging winds.
What to do: Go about your normal activities, but be aware of the weather. Listen to the National 
Weather Service’s weather radio or local stations for further weather updates.

S E V E R E  T H U N D E R S T O R M  W A R N I N G
What it means: A severe thunderstorm – meaning a storm with large hail and/or damaging winds 
– is occurring or is imminent.
What to do: Move indoors or to a place of safety.

T O R N A D O  W AT C H
What it means: Conditions are favorable for severe thunderstorms to form, and these storms may 
be capable of producing a tornado.
What to do: Go about your normal activities, but be aware of the weather. Listen to the National 
Weather Service’s weather radio or local stations for further weather updates.   

P D S  T O R N A D O  W AT C H
What it means: This type of tornado watch is issued when the National Weather Service deems a 
storm to be a “particularly dangerous situation” with the potential for multiple strong or violent 
tornadoes. Of the tornado watches issued across the U.S. from 1996-2005, only 7 percent were 
classified as PDS tornado watches.
What to do: Go about your normal activities, but be aware of the weather. Listen to the National 
Weather Service’s weather radio or local stations for further weather updates.   

T O R N A D O  W A R N I N G
What it means: A tornado has been spotted or intense low-level rotation has been indicated on 
weather radar. 
What to do: According to the NOAA, you should take cover immediately in an enclosed, 
windowless area on the lowest level of your home or office.
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GETTING AROUND
One of the many perks of life in Oklahoma City is that residents don’t spend their free time trapped in traffic 
going to and from work. In fact, the average person spends only 22 minutes commuting one way to work, 
compared to 26.5 minutes in Phoenix and 26.7 minutes in Denver. While a five-minute difference may not 
seem like much, in one year’s time you will have saved 50 hours of commute time.

Oklahoma City is extraordinary in a number of ways – one of those being its size (621 square miles to be 
exact). But despite its scope, Oklahoma City is remarkably easy to navigate. A generous network of interstates 
and free-flowing arteries make it easy to commute from one corner of the metro to another. And Oklahoma 
City’s streets are made up of a grid system, making navigation a breeze. 

If public transit is more your style, then you can join approximately 3 million riders who take advantage of 
EMBARK, the Oklahoma City metro transit provider. From bus, ferry transit, bike share and downtown parking 
solutions, EMBARK has a variety of routes and services that will keep you moving.   

Oklahoma City’s location, equidistant from both coats at the junction of three of the nation’s major arteries, 
ensures easy travel and transportation from Oklahoma City to anywhere in the United States. Two of the 
nation’s most important highways – Interstate 40, which runs from Los Angeles to Raleigh, N.C.; and Interstate 
35, which runs all the way from Mexico to Canada – meet in downtown Oklahoma City. The intersection of 
these major highways, along with the nearly 13,000 miles of streets in the city, ensures Oklahoma City’s status 
as the crossroads of America.

Oklahoma’s largest airport, Will Rogers World Airport, is named for the famous Oklahoma humorist who was 
also an avid aviation supporter. A $110-million expansion added eight new gates to the airport, which serves 
eight major airlines and a growing number of charter services with an average of 75 daily departures, including 
nonstop connections to 22 airports.  

Looking to travel south of the Red River? Amtrak service via The Heartland Flyer makes daily runs between 
Oklahoma City and Fort Worth, Texas. Once you get to Fort Worth, you can easily connect to Dallas, Chicago 
and San Antonio. The train departs and arrives at the historic Santa Fe Depot at the front door of Bricktown – 
Oklahoma City’s entertainment district.

If you’re into weekend road trips to historic and scenic sites, great eats and quirky shops, then Oklahoma 
City’s location along historic Route 66 offers a perfect starting place for an American adventure. This well-
traveled highway stretches for more than 400 miles across the state of Oklahoma, which Oklahoma City 
right at the center of the action. Its situation along this famed route adds to Oklahoma City’s historic charm 
and western heritage and makes OKC the occasional stomping ground for celebrities making a cross-country 
sojourn along the Mother Road. 
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ABOUT OKLAHOMA CITY

Greater Oklahoma City Chamber
(405) 297-8900
www.okcchamber.com

Downtown Oklahoma City 
Incorporated (DOKC)
(405) 235-3500
www.downtownokc.com

Oklahoma City Convention & 
Visitors Bureau
(405) 297-8912
www.visitokc.com

The Bricktown Association
(405) 236-8666
www.welcometobricktown.com

AUTO TAG, DRIVERS 
LICENSE AND VOTER 
REGISTRATION

Downtown OKC Tag Agency
(405) 232-5299
www.downtownokctagagency.com

Midwest City Tag Agency
(405) 737-7640
www.oktagagent.com/midwestcity

Nicoma Park Tag Agency
(405) 769-3353
www.nicomaparktagagency.com

Warwick Tag Agency
(405) 720-0002
www.oktagagent.com/warwick

EDUCATION

ADULT EDUCATION

Wright Career College
(405) 681-2300
www.wrightcareercollege.com

INDUSTRIAL, TECHNICAL & TRADE

Mike Monroney Aeronautical 
Center - FAA
(405) 954-4521
www.faa.gov

HELPFUL RESOURCES
Greater Oklahoma City Chamber member companies can assist you as you begin your life in Oklahoma City. 
From moving to going to school to getting settled in, these businesses will be there to help you along the way. 
More information about moving to Oklahoma City and surrounding areas is available at  
www.abetterlifeokc.com.

Categories listed in this section:

• About Oklahoma City
• Auto Tag, Drivers License and Voter Registration
• Education

Adult Education
Industrial, Technical & Trade
Private
Public
Technology
Universities & Colleges

• Hospitals
• Movers 
• Post Offices
• Utilities
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PRIVATE

The Academy of Classical Christian 
Studies
(405) 478-2077
www.theacademyok.org

Bishop McGuinness Catholic High 
School
(405) 842-6638
www.bmchs.org

Casady School
(405) 749-3100
www.casady.org

Christ the King Catholic School
(405) 843-3909
www.ckschool.com

Christian Heritage Academy
(405) 672-1787
www.cha.org

Heritage Hall
(405) 749-3000
www.heritagehall.com

Mount St. Mary Catholic High 
School
(405) 631-8865
www.mountstmary.org
 
Oklahoma Christian Schools, Inc.
(405) 844-4464
www.ocssaints.org

Rosary School
(405) 525-9272
www.rosaryschool.com

St. John’s Episcopal School
(405) 943-8583
www.stjohnsokc.com

Westminster School
(405) 524-0631
www.westminsterschool.org

PUBLIC

ASTEC Charter Schools
(405) 947-6272
www.astec-inc.org

Dove Science Academy
(405) 524-9762
www.dsaokc.org

Epic Charter Schools
(405) 749-4550
www.epiccharterschools.org

John W. Rex Charter Elementary 
School
(405) 587-8100
www.johnrexschool.org

KIPP Reach College Prep
(405) 425-4622
www.kippreach.org

Oklahoma City Public Schools
(405) 587-0000
www.okcps.org

Oklahoma School of Science & 
Mathematics
(405) 521-6436
www.ossm.edu

Putnam City Schools
(405) 495-5200
www.putnamcityschools.org

Santa Fe South Schools, Inc.
(405) 631-6100
www.santafesouth.org

TECHNOLOGY

Francis Tuttle Technology Center
(405) 717-7799
www.francistuttle.edu

Francis Tuttle Technology Center
(405) 810-4100
www.itt-tech.edu

ITT Technical Institute
(405) 810-4100
www.itt-tech.edu

Metro Technology Centers
(405) 424-8324
www.metrotech.edu

Moore Norman Technology Center 
/ Franklin Road Campus
(405) 217-8220
www.mntechnology.com

Moore Norman Technology Center 
/ So. Penn Campus
(405) 364-5763 Ext. 3505
www.mntechnology.com

Platt College
(405) 749-2533
www.plattcolleges.edu

UNIVERSITIES & COLLEGES

The Academy of Contemporary 
Music at the University of Central 
Oklahoma
(405) 974-4700
www.acm-uco.com

Brown Mackie College
(405) 621-8000
www.brownmackie.edu

Center for Executive and 
Professional Development
Spears School of Business
(405) 744-5208
www.cepd.okstate.edu

DeVry University & Keller Graduate 
School of Management
(405) 767-9516
www.devry.edu

Heartland Baptist Bible College
(405) 943-9330
www.heartlandbaptist.edu
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Heritage College
(405) 631-3399
www.heritage-education.com

Mid-America Christian University
(405) 691-3800
www.macu.edu

Mid-America Christian University 
(North Campus)
(405) 692-3200
www.macu.edu

Oklahoma Baptist University 
Graduate School
(405) 585-4601
www.okbu.edu/graduate

Oklahoma Christian University 
MBA Program
(405) 425-5562
www.oc.edu/mba

Oklahoma Christian University
(405) 425-5100
www.oc.edu

Oklahoma City Community College
(405) 682-7502
www.occc.edu

Oklahoma City University
(405) 208-5000
www.okcu.edu

Oklahoma State University
(405) 744-5000
www.okstate.edu

Oklahoma State University - 
Oklahoma City
(405) 947-4421
www.osuokc.edu

Rose State College
(405) 733-7311
www.rose.edu

Southern Nazarene University
(405) 789-6400
www.snu.edu

Southwestern Christian University
(405) 789-7661
www.swcu.edu

Southwestern College
(405) 733-3301
www.southwesterncollege.org

The University of Central 
Oklahoma
(405) 974-2311
www.uco.edu

University of Oklahoma
(405) 325-3916
www.ou.edu

University of Oklahoma Health 
Sciences Center
(405) 271-2332
www.ouhsc.edu

University of Phoenix - Oklahoma 
City Campus
(405) 842-8007
www.phoenix.edu

University of Phoenix - West OKC 
Learning Center
(405) 842-8007
www.phoenix.edu

Vatterott College
(405) 234-3600
www.vatterott.edu

HOSPITALS

Bone and Joint Hospital at St. 
Anthony
(405) 272-9671
www.boneandjoint.com

Cancer Treatment Centers of 
America
(800) 333-2822
www.cancercenter.com

The Children’s Center
(405) 789-6711
www.tccokc.org

Deaconess Hospital
(405) 604-6000
www.deaconessokc.com

Department of Veterans Affairs 
Medical Center
(405) 456-5133
www.oklahoma.va.gov

INTEGRIS Baptist Medical Center
(405) 949-3011
www.integris-health.com
 
INTEGRIS Canadian Valley Regional 
Hospital
(405) 717-7963
www.integris-health.com

INTEGRIS Cancer Institute of 
Oklahoma
(405) 773-6400
www.integrisOK.com/cancer

INTEGRIS Health Edmond
(405) 657-3000
www.integtrisok.com

INTEGRIS Heart Hospital
(405) 951-2277
www.integrisheart.com

INTEGRIS Jim Thorpe Rehabilitation 
Hospital
(405) 644-5200
www.integrsok.com

INTEGRIS Southwest Medical 
Center
(405) 636-7000
www.integris-health.com

Lakeside Women’s Hospital
(405) 936-1500
www.lakeside-wh.com

McBride Orthopedic Hospital
(405) 486-2100
www.mcboh.com
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McBride Orthopedic Hospital Clinic
(405) 232-0341
www.mcboh.com

McBride Orthopedic Hospital Clinic 
- Edmond
(405) 230-9200
www.mcboh.com

McBride Orthopedic Hospital Clinic 
- Norman
(405) 230-9600
www.mcboh.com

Mercy Health Center, Inc.
(405) 752-3754
www.mercyok.net

The OU Cancer Institute
(405) 271-6822
www.ouhsc.edu/oucancerinstitute

OU Medical Center
(405) 271-5911
www.oumedicine.com

The Children’s Hospital at OU 
Medical Center
(405) 271-5911
www.oumedcenter.com

OU Medical Center Edmond
(405) 341-6100
www.oumedicine.com/edmond

Oklahoma Center for Orthopedic 
and Multi-Specialty Surgery
(405) 602-6500
www.okla-sc.com

Oklahoma Heart Hospital
(405) 608-3300
www.okheart.com

Oklahoma Heart Hospital South 
Campus
(405) 628-6000
www.okheart.com

Oklahoma Spine Hospital
(405) 749-2700
222.oklahomaspine.com

St. Anthony Hospital/SSM Health 
Care of Oklahoma
(405) 272-7000
www.saintsok.com

Summit Medical Center, LLC
(405) 359-2400
www.summitmedcenter.com

Valir Health
(405) 609-3600
www.valir.com

MOVERS

A-1 Freeman Moving & Storage, 
Inc.
(405) 751-7561
www.A-1Freeman.com

ACE Moving & Storage
(405) 672-4425
www.aceatlas.com

Affiliated Movers of Oklahoma City, 
Inc.
(405) 677-7400
www.affiliatedmovers.com

All My Son’s Moving & Storage, Inc.
(405) 415-4159
www.allmysons.com

All Star Moving
(405) 399-3004
www.allstarmovingokc.com

Armstrong Relocation
(405) 947-8001
www.armstrongrelocation.com

Atlas Van Lines
(800) 654-5815
www.atlasvanlines.com

Bekins Relocation Services
(405) 521-8000
www.bekinsrelocationservices.com

College Hunks Moving
(405) 693-4042
www.collegehunkshaulingjunk.
com/locations/oklahoma-city-ok

Emrick’s Van & Storage Company, 
Agent for Allied Van Lines
(405) 946-4405
www.emricksallied.com

Little Guys Movers
(405) 292-5700
www.littleguys.com

POST OFFICES

United States Postal Service
(800) 275-8777
www.usps.com

UTILITIES

AT&T Oklahoma
(800) 403-3302
www.att.com

City of Oklahoma City Utilities
(405) 297-2833
www.okc.gov/water

Cox Communications
(405) 600-8282
www.cox.com/okc

OGE Energy Corp.
(405) 553-3000
www.oge.com

Oklahoma Natural Gas Company
(405) 551-6500
www.oklahomanaturalgas.com

VoIP Your Life
(405) 694-4740
www.voipyourlife.com
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